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WHAT IS THE PROJECT? 
 

This project highlights the benefit of a proactive approach to wildlife assessment to 
win planning approval 

 

Between 2017-2018, the owner of a small plot of land in a rural woodland setting in Herefordshire 

developed plans and sought planning permission to build their retirement home, a two-bedroom 

timber-framed house. Their genuine enthusiasm for local wildlife and the thoroughness of their 

background research into local ecology ahead of making their planning application helped the 

applicant to successfully win planning permission on their first application. They are now able to 

progress the construction of their retirement dream home in a beautiful natural setting.  

 

 

SITE PLAN (ARCHITYPE ARCHITECTS) 

 

ECOLOGY ON SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA 
 

The site is rich in biodiversity - one of the reasons why the client chose the site. There are wild 

orchids, bats, native hedgerows, as well as veteran and young trees, even the occasional grass snake. 

The site also connects to rich ecology associated with the nearby River Wye.  The client was to 

maintain the mature garden and wild woodland areas around the boundary of the site and to ensure 

that the development to have as little as possible impact on the local ecology. This approach 

informed the strategy for the design and proposed construction - incorporating a piled foundation 

solution to avoid both excessive excavation and minimise the use of concrete on the site.  

The client has managed the woodland for the last 20 years, laying boundary hedges, coppicing trees 

and planting saplings. It is their intention to continue to maintain the garden as a diverse and rich 

wildlife habitat.  
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ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT – HELPING WILDLIFE AND SUPPORTING YOUR APPLICATION 
 

'The topological, ecology and tree surveys really helped us to achieve a 
successful planning application. Although the assessments cost a bit extra 
to do upfront, they were vital in that they informed the site designs at an 
early stage and helped to demonstrate to the planning officer that we knew 
what we were doing and we cared about the site' site owner 

 

Architype, the architect, advised their client to undertake topographical, ecology and tree surveys 

ahead of making their planning application, to inform the design process, improve the accuracy of 

the layout and avoid the risk of having the plans rejected by addressing local authority biodiversity 

requirements up-front.  

The ecology surveys included: an initial site ‘walk over’ to identify potential protected and priority 

species; a ‘Phase 1’ habitat survey; and a desk study to contextualise the site. The surveys identified 

which key species needed to be considered in the plans, including nesting birds and bat roosts, and 

recommended measures to mitigate the impact of the development, such as outdoor lighting 

designed to minimise light spill and protect dark areas to allow the movement of bats. It also 

outlined ways to enhance biodiversity, including through adding bird and bat boxes.  

 

 

HABITAT IMPROVEMENT PLAN (PETER TOMSON AND LUCINDA LEECH) 
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The arboriculture (tree) survey identified the health of the trees onsite and which trees should be 

protected, including the root areas that needed to be protected. This informed the plans in terms of 

layout, services and underground utilities. The tree survey and ecological appraisal both outlined 

recommendations for future site management. These recommendations enabled the client to 

develop a long-term tree and ecology management plan which added to the quality of the planning 

application, including woodland management measures and a commitment to rotational laying of 

hedgerows. 

 

LESSONS LEARNT 
 

The client felt if they hadn't invested in undertaking the topographical, tree and ecology surveys they 

would not have been successful in their planning application. They described how they had seen a 

planning application for a similar proposal on a nearby site that had been submitted without such in-

depth the surveys. That proposal had faced numerous objections and ultimately the application had 

been refused by the local planning authority.  

This case study highlights the value of undertaking ecological assessment in advance of preparing a 

planning application, not only to support the application but also to provide clear guidance regarding 

the site design, layout and how to manage and promote biodiversity for the long term. 
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